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= TO THE 
READER: 
T HE \ Deſign of - the ' two 
following Diſcourſes \15 
expreſs'd tn:tbe Title-page,and 
bow they contrabute to. that Dee 
ſign, will be beſt ſeen by the Diſe 
courſes, themſefues.'. I do pro 
feſs very ſolemnly, whatever In- 
terpretations:may be made, tin 
ther of | this. .Introduttion, or of 
thoſe Difceurſes which are 1m- 
medtately to follow it ; yet I 
mould not upon any Conſideration 
whatſoever, have publiſbed my 
Thoughts upon ths Subjett, a14 
. a4 2 


Tut think my ſelf ig in 
Conſcience to do 1t ; did I mt 
know certainly, that what I an 
about to write, aims not at the 
Embroilment, and Diſturbanit, 
but at the Peate of the Wirld, 
and were I not equally ſure, that 
all this may be done upon ſuch 
Principles, as can groe no man a= 


# reaſonable cauſe of Offente, 
u 


t on the rontrary, ſuch as mith 
which, all Wiſe, and Good Mr 
ought to be extreamly ſatisfied 
and pleaſed. Farewel. 
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Of the true Meaning and Intention of 
' the Statute of 32. H. VIIL c. 38. 


l. HE A& of Parliament hill in 
force concerning this-Aﬀair , 
which though repealed 1mo. & 
2.do. Phil. & Mar.c. 8. was again 


reſtored to its Ancient Power and Autho- 
rity 1mo. Elizabethe c. 1. is 32. . 8.c. 38. 


I I. In the Preface tothat AR there are 
theſe words concerning the Inconveniencies 
of Diſpenſations to Marry, which had been 
uſed in former time to be procured of the 
Pope, in caſe the Parties concerned were 
allied to one another in any of the Degrees 
prohibited by the Canon Law. 

*Further alſo by reaſon of other Prohibi- 
*;ons than Gods Law admitteth for their 


©Lucre by that Court (a) invented, the Dif- (,, 77, 
: _ whereof they always reſerved to courr of 
*themſelves, as in Kindred or Affinity be- *** 


*tween Conſiy Germans ; and ſo to fourth 


'*and 
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Law, and all becauſe 
©ney by it, Sc. 


TIT. And our late Reverend and Learned 
Mr, Hales in his Miſcellaneous Di 
hath among other thi 
in Reſolution of this 100 any 
- the Marriage of Coufin Germans, in hi 
he determins on the Afﬀirmative ſide, with 
what reaſon, we ſhall ſee in its due place 
but that for which I now mentioned his 
Name, is, that ſpeaking of this Atof Pars 
P.:67.E4. ljament, he ſaith, * That amongſt the De- 
ack pnedied in that Aﬀtas lawful, if his 
$ ry fail him not, Cowfin Germans are 
Fexpreſly meationed. 


IV. And his Memory did not fail him , 
he made a wrong uſe of itat this 
Time; for thoughit be true that Comfn Gers 
#naxs are mentioned in the words abovepro- 
duced by me, as Parties lawfully marri 
able with one anothcr, and no ways proil 
bited by the Law of God, yetit is here £0 
be that this not the Judgment 


Letter toa Friend. 


of the Lawir al, bucaaly-of the mentiut. 
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be deceived, 
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lieve, that evetia General: Council may err, 


ae 6s 2 INES to thoſe Di. 


no Parliament e- 

war rx theſe words are not in 

they ap and ſtriftly ſo called, 
but © to it, 'in which, as 


inallother Ateof Parliament, the Reaſons 
why that AQtwas made, are ſpecified and 
ſet down ; but that which in the true, ſtrict, 
and legal is called the Aft, and 
does as the AQt and Deed of the King, 
_ his rn ao in wy Afem- 
is of neceſſity to be ſuppoſed in 

- theſe os therefore Enatted tf bk 
King, &c.and that only which follows the 
words' ( which otherwiſe would bein 
and of no ſignification ) is that which 
ſeth.an Obligation upon the Subject. 


V. It is therefore in the next place to be 
conſidered, what that is, which is by this 
Att 'of Parliament prohibited , after thoſe 
words, Be it Enatted by the King, Gc. and 
that is expreſſed in theſe following words, 
That——all and every ſuch Marta es as 
within this Chureh of ſhall be con- 
trated between lawful Perſons ( arby this 
+= Dodge aft Perſons to be lawful, 
that 


Of the true Meaning. 

that be. not prohibited by Gods Law, to Mar. 

) ſuch Marriages being contratled and ſq. 
[nized tn the Face of the "Church, and con. 
ſammate with bodily Knowledge, cc. ſhall 
be by Authority of this preſent Parliament 
0991p deemed, judged, and taken to be 

wful, good, juſt and indiſſoluble—— ayd 
that no Reſervation or Prohibition, Gods 
Law only excepted, ſhall trouble or impeach 
any Marriage without the Levitical Degrees, 


YI. So that if we will ſubmit our ſelves 
to the Condutt and Guidance of that Clue, 
which this A& of Parliament hath given 
us for our Dire&tion, the Levitical 
that is to ſay, the prohibited or al 
Jowed by the Law of Moſes, are to bethe 
Meaſures ” of Liberty and Reſtraint ; and 
whatſoever Degree the Law of Moſes 
forbids, the ſame is forbidden by the Laws 
of England; and on the contrary, whatſo- 
ever _—_ are permitted in the Code of 
Moſes, the ſame are likewiſe allowed and 
deemed to be lawful, » 00d, juſt, and-in- 
diffoluble by this At of Parliament, and by 
the Civil Laws of this Nation. 


VII. Whence it is plain, that the tru 
thing to be enquired iato for a clear and o- 
lid Reſolutian of this weighty Queſtion con- 
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ER yt W es ? 
if it ig x and im 
Survey of ko _ that the Mar- 
of Confin Germans was abſolutely for- 
bilken, ule in « Caſe, which ſhall be 
mentioned, ict which. our Age and Nation 
isnot concerned, and in which neis 


' ther doth, ,nor can belong ts perſons in a 


private and Station , in which 
Numberl include all but Sovereign Princes, 
or ſuch as have a nigh. Relation to the 
Crown, then it follows unayoigably, that 
in all ordinary. Caſes ſuch Marriages are 


- prohibited by his AQ of Parliament. 


- VIII. Neither will it be ſufficient ir this 
Caſe to ſay, Thac the King and his Parlia- 
ment did not intend by this A& to prohibit 


the Marriage of Conf Germans, but on the 
contrary, their Intention was certainly to 


make it lawful, which I do readily 

yet here, I ſpeak it with all Saber Gs 
the Judgment of my bettets, there are two 
ſeveral Intentions ke conſidered, a Pari- 
cular,and a'General ; by a particular Intenti- 
0n,as appears by the Preface to the AR, -it 
was deſigned to make it lawful for Couſin Ger- 


mans 


od 
Tang &% 
"> 7 
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oufen Germans, fo = 


' of Gras 
rian, and the Pe FI un- 


der the See of Rome , to which the Cop. 
nizance of Marriages,whether Lawful or 
Unlawful, 
The intention , beth 
_ he Ry _ Bier Mr the B of 
t 
ny and fuch as were al of the Bip by 
him , was inſtead of the Canon Law, 
which made a trade of Inceſt, and would 
ſell the moſt _=_ fins for a Sum of 
Money, by adding «= 3 tq all their pro- 
hibitions, of aliter Ecclefia diſpenſet , to 
fubſticute another meaſure in its ſtead , 
which meaſare was to be the Law of Moſes, 
and therefore whatſoever degrees were for- 
bidden in the Levirtical Law, or in theun- 
queſtionable PraQtice of the Church of God 
the Jews, were likewiſe prohibited, 
forbidden, apd made utthawful by this their 
Tecond general intention, whi on tn the 
dec Meaſure of all 


T is manifeſt th Fort reverpoforeeny 
un reſin Coy German from Marry- 


ing 
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brcene.in all thefs caſes whets thekvihs 
| wa ro 11mg weare to obe 
rather then men, and this may belay* 
down as a maxim of undoubred and uni- 
verſattruth, that human Laws may' if they 
pleaſe ſtraiten the reſtraints, but rhey can- 


= 


| and deteſtable conjunftions which were 
uſed to be diſpenſed with' by the Autho 

of the See of Rome. 125: Hd. 8, c..14 

* Which - Marriages albeit they be- plai 

* prohibited and-deteſted by the Laws of 
© God, yet nevertheleſs at ſometimes they 
© have proceeded under Colours of diſpen- 
C _— by rhe erm her -4 but-u- 
* ſurped, ri not to be grant- 
© ed, admitted, ne allowed, for no man! of 
© what cſtate;: , or condition ſoever 
* he be; hath power to diſpence with Gods 
*Laws, as all the C of this Kealm— 
* and the moſt part ofall the famous Univer- 
© ities of Chriſtendom , and we alſo-do 
* affirmand think. Which very words are 
again repeated -upon another-occafion. 28 
H. 8.c. 7.. And Univerſities that did 
concur in opinion with: the Parliament, and 
Church of England, beſides: our own, the 
two. moſt Learned and Judicious in the 


Chriſtian World, were: the Univerſities of 


Bonenia, Padua, Paris; Orleance, Tolouſe ; 
Angiew , and divers others. © To which 
+ were likewiſe added the private writings 

* of many-right excellent and well Learned 
* $3111] © men 


, for: ſo ſpeaks'that Auguſtan 
Venerable Aſſembly concerning inceſtuous 
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of the Scripture it ſelf, -but there be any | 


degrees that were Unlawful upon'another 
account, whether it be of Nature or-of re- 
yelation, itis the declared intention of this 
AR of Parliament, not to difanul theſe 
Prohibitions, but to confirm them; -- ; - | 


X.. Which thiogs being laid down- ard, 
premiſed beforehand, for the greater clear- 
neſs of proceeding. in-this affair, and-it be-' 
ing made thus plain, both what the Law 
0 


England determins in the caſe; and how- 


far human Laws may be of force or may 
be complyed with ini mattersof this Nature; 
the next thing to be eriquired into, is,what 
the Laws of God in the inſpired Writings- 
either of the Old Teſtament. or the New, 
have determined, or how the light of rea- 
ſon , which. if appealed to withour 


lice or paſſion is the impartial Otacle of | 
b 


Truth 


C "— 


| may 
greater force, I ſhall endeavour to 
that Ry and Revelugion are My 


Tn 
was Prohibited the =, , by _ 
quence, as I ſhall make it appear, is" iq + 
Conte ore we may 
that we = 
the reaſon of thc Laws, ws 
their obligation, is eternal, I will 
emrance upon the deeifidn of this contro- 


verſie, by: i" now far the LOWY 
Nate areconcerned ni 


i _ ; WITTY wee do. PIs "FI HY 
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CHAP. 1L 


of the Laws of Natire, and the red- 
ſons of their Obligation in 298 
Oy 


whos | 04 gag yy more 
t and 
men, which are of 'Narw 
and Eternal 
es poor Por ay ror 
breach of which there is a natural 
tiſhment annexed. For to ſay a thing .is 


I-10 


ſſenti goed overih to. call it by hard 


affirm thar it hath a natural 
tude,” or to paſs a Complement upe 
lili mars} Raewis nc fo iv 
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of the Lawiif Nare; 


thing is good for nothing, or'it is bad; by 
zany od. not why, or it is pb 
for a Womans Reaſon, it is ;/\w 
of mnapaygert eva nds , 
' Mu or A are things, & 
that they are we-2al Bag and Siehiog gainſt 
which no Laws can be roo ſtri&, nor any 
Puniſhment too exemplary, or too ſevere. 
- TI. The Laws of Nature therefore hayt 
every one of them their SanCtion in ther 
ſelves; andin this appears-the excellencec 
natural and of revialed Religion, that thej 


ige us to ing as a Rule of Lifeand 
ice, which, al ne ens 
— A - ind, and the 
Breach of which, without ay H_ 
Divine Judgment, is not ſuffici puniſh- 


ed by itſclt: as on the in a ſing 
yo, oe fre aka pra fare 
Rules, which God and Nature have en 
and \bound upon us for the due 
and Governance of our Lives, we-findthe 
moſt perte& Eaſe and SatisfaQtion. 


- HT. Neither is it any thing elſe tht 
makes all kinds of Intemperance, whether 
in bodily Enjoyment, or in the Paſſions of 
the mind, unlawfal; but that they are atren- 
ded* with ſo many, and ſo great Dangers, 
Troubies, and Inconveniencies to our ſelves 
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drance to Buſineſs, that make wubles 
and unſerviceable to te Wor tharibſiead 
of procuring us Intereſt avour among: 
men, ' they do always either-excite' thar” 
or provoke their Difpleaſure a- 
gainſt us; that rhey expoſe/us ro\the-want 
of Beggars, ' and to the ſhilts 'and' contri- 
yances of deſperate men; 'that by the 
cual Tumulr and Hurry. of our Minds; 
mac pe agree 1 ge God; and 
cept the" gentle Influences of his: 
Fir, wo it, 'wherein the higheſt tis wo 
POR conliſts:; that they 
os. Foo whole World into Diſorder and 
fion ; and that as they do ever more 
begin in Folly, ſo they pe end in 
Miſery and Diſgrace. 


I'V-: Ani: this - lainly this: reaſon 
why the contrary Prattices to thele, are 


termed and accounted Laws of Nature, be- 


cauſewrhey have their ownReward. and Hap- 
pe -annext to 'thenr,; and becauſe they 

6 all of 'them quite contrary Effects : to 
thoſe 1 have newly mentioned, and tend all - 
of them ro the Good /ar Advantage of 
b-3 Man- 


the 1 
Lawsas wellof narutales revealed, 


Religion 

50x, on - wirin 
Alla (1 Anni" dr gn 

_ pry whoa > 0 2 
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hy hg and without end to the 
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cauſe are owing to that 
__ — Mind, vi 
yery Netware of ared ieilhcindh nonnnhy | 


VL Laſtly, this. is the Reaſon 
evil Appetites, as well as evil 
ments are forbidden, as well = 
of Nature, as by that of Ch 
Appetue no therefare if ch: Enjopwns 
ment; and therefore if 
forbidden, the pamper and edelglngl 
Appetite muſt 07g rode 
the more immediate Reaſons oy alli 
temperate Appetites ure forbidden, either 
by 8 the Laws of Nene, or by 


- 
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lawful upon the 
take our Minds 


and Deſires, in \ 
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obliged not to give them Entertainment u 
0n E Principle Self ine(s, arid Self 
vrvings pn which is oy Root and 

pring of all Obligation wharſoever. 

VII. For there can be no Obligation, 
where there is no Law ; and there can be 
no Law, to which there is no Puniſhment 
annex'd ; for how can that Law be binding, 
which it is indifferent whether we obſerve 
or no? as it muſt be, if there be no man- 
ner of Inconvenience ron ma Breach 
of -it ;\ #s on the contrary, itt be any 
Dammage or Inconvenience accruing, then 
it is manifeſt upon the ſame , by 
which no Inconvenience makes it no Law, 
that it is purely that Inconvenience or Dif- 
together with the Reward or 
Happineſs 'annex'd tothe Obſervance of it, 
in which the SanQionof the Law is found- 
| b 4 ed, 


" Ofbe Lode Miduns, 
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VI. And { ſa thoſe fans 


of 
« Non: who 
ple; .Temperance in.gur, 


1n. our, Pallions, 


* ag: 
al 1 BI 
Moderatioy 
r 
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ou : 


ſtice In 
Conſtancy ja our Friendſhip | 
l oe DEER 


our Employments, , oy 

ty ous empers ; theſe are therefore Lays 

of Nature, the; obl rvance of them 

brings very Ggnal, and Very evident Advan, 

tages to men; and the contrary Diſpoſitions 

are- partly -for wars of thoſe 5 

_ rtly by reafon' of many T 
acommodities which they 

po with them, ſufficiently writs Ind 

puruſhed by themſelves. 


IX. And this, when matters are EX4» 


mined to the bottom, will be found tobe 
the true and only difference gun, 
neceſlary, and rhings i 

the firſt there is a Reaſon NE earſe 


things conſidered, why we ſhould chuſe, or 
why we ſhould avoid them , but in the lat 


ter there is not; for let an Aion be never 
——— yet if any Reaſon, how oak 


_— 
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and which it” 
eh or ng 
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ſoever, eanbe af , why -ir-thould be 
or burrgcs row 1t- ceaſes to be 
indiflerent, becomes in its Proportion 
. © oeceſſary.” | ny ONS 

fminſSIp 
"  - X.  Forall rhatis meantby neceflary, is, 
- WI not that a'mhan wick arc Þ or/that he 
EB muſt do;'or avoidiſuch 'an Aftion,, whe- 


| & therhe will or noy for this falls i» with the . 


| Opinion of thoſe, ' who would have all hu- 
' man Aftions governed, by an ugavoidable 
* MW Fate, which very Nature of In- 
' Ef difference, as well'as of Morality and Ver- 
tue; but by a neceſlary Aion, as it is op- 


'5to be underſtood, as is more eligible to a 
Wiſe man, for a reaſon. of Intereſt, tobe 
done, than to be ler alone ; and by-an'in- 
differen Action-ſuch an one is meant, / as 
in which there is! no manner of Reaſon to 


be why we ſhould chuſe one'parr'of 
the Aion radar than the 'other. | 


X I.- Moreover , -what hath: been ſaid , 
may be ſtill further confirmed by a Refle- 
&Rion'upon that Paſſion ſo incident to Man- 
kind , -upon the ſenſe: of having ated a- 
miſs, "which we are uſed ro call Guilt, Re- 
pettance, or Shame ; which Paſſions ma- 
ifeſtly-:the extorted Confeſſion ob Nature 

| upon 
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poſed to an Indifferent one, ſuch an Aion 
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Of the Laws of Natwee, 
againſt-onr Intereſt, or that we have ated 
like fooliſh and unreaſonable men; and. 
deed our Repentance it ſelf would be the. 
only thing: that could -be- blamed,” if that 
Behaviour of ours, . which-was the cauſe of 
it, yt Lerner. 
ſon, and: certainly no , or more ſat 


| factory account of any Attion can be given 


either to our ſelves or-: than that all 
ly for our 'own Advantage. 23K 
- XI1.- This is that 'which depreſſeth- our 
Spirits, and robs:/us of our natural Cheer- 
fulnes apd:;;Vigour, that makes us. 
fo many_ painful Thoaghts, upon tha 
many. upon theſe 
of: having! negledted, or. ſwerved from our 
Duty. into/the Commiſſion of that which 
hath the Appearance: and Character of x 
Crime, that we are ſenſible we have add 
fooliſhly, | and that 'we cannot. 'recondile 
what we have done to our own Intereſt, or 
to the Intereſt of Mankind ; we: areout df 
favour with - our ſelves and others, a 
being deſerted and deſpiſed by all that hwe 
any value for "the Reputation: of their In- 
tegrity. or Prudence, we —_ 
| uſe 
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"X11. Bur wheo we rs 


our Own or for 
; in whi -__ 


ſecurity » this fills 
a with : rage jd ofitromaes 


wit;:We are at peace with 
7 1 1; nr; be, ——_ 


TEE Exim often 


of powerful and " 
n 4p of bring apo Condiinand 


Circumflances of Life and Fortune: will al- 
low; and theſe things I take to be a-very 
plain- Teſtimony of Mankind 'and of Na- 
ture/her-felf, ro. 7 che truth of this Propoſfi- 
tion, ;That all Obligation is founded upon 

latereſt, and ter eagle wihly and vickad: 
ly; are; in themſelves, and by the 


unanimous of both Parties, the- 


Innocent and the Guilty, hops 7a with 
each other. | 


XI V.. From whence we may diſcern the 
Vanity and Folly of thoſe learned men, who 
are 
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" Ofoie Tait wikthine,. 
are uſed to ralk ſo loudly of eſſential Red 
are andeternal Notions, and I know not, 

phanraſtical Zdea's'in 'an ho 


vs _ 
is bad; 2is/fþ with referer to ſome Nature 
or other, ta which its) more or leſs pernic- 
qus and deſttucive; wm it follows 


( the natore'of "8 reful 
ariſiog. from the Ukhatneb or | 
ofat opoſed' r\/be rhe of x 
free Agents choice, wah reſpet vb 


Gai which 4s converſant abour it") that all 
em muſt be not.of a-ſimple, but'of 
Tram rr and 
; aheegphane an' inſeparab to the 
Intereſt or Happineſs of: haſh hy whom 
that Obligation is And-itis'not 
only true,- that our Intereſt and our” 
are both-of them the ſame, but chit it s 
abſolutely impoſlible_any - thing ſhould be 
our Duty, 0—2rens is not our Intereſt, wc 
Bargain 3' for: no man.can poſlibly be 
ged to' that, which, :all-thungs colds 
will be to his Diladvantage. Wall: 


X V. YetI donotdeny, that all the mo: 
ral "Nortuns of what-ſort -ſoever,. _— 
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nothing thing, -or that both parts 
of a contradiction cannot be true atthe ſame 
time, all which, propoſitions are plain in 
themſelves, but to aflign a reaſon of theſe 
things they cannot do it, and it 1s neceſ- 
SPOEY 6 that there ſhould be ſome Pro- 
politions whoſe truth muſt be diſcerned by 


their own light,, otherwiſe men would al- 


ways .argue backwards in infinizum, and 
—=— ag be no ſuch thing as-ſcience in 
World. | ; 


_ XVI. But though it be very true thar all 
demogſtration in its laſt reſult is to proceed 
ab indemonſtrabili,and is to be ultimately re-* 
flved into fore ſelf evident Maxim, whoſe 
truth inits ſelf muſt be every whit as plain 
and as evident to be ſeen, as the broadeſt 
Channel of the AZgyprian Nu ,; when it 
parts and divides it ſelf into Seven ſeveral 

Streams, but in its cauſes as obſcure and as 
| little 
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«. 
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 Ofelv Lad of Nun, . 


little underſtood as the firſt ſource and fi, 
tain of that wondrous River. == 


it be likewiſe true , that 'rhis'is'the' 
naturbordewred jype voy mom 


, ht they cr bo 
Jeon then chomſaves yer thels Propoſiting 
as ———_—_ ES 
find mankind ro be agreed unanimonſſy 
in aſſenting to them, becauſe it is no mans 
intereſt  atyrion, knowledge Kr 
man is willing to acknow 
ſenſe and feeling of the matter, 


XVII. But wheri you come to 
what hath been ſaid ro moral truths,you w 
find a manifeſt inconvenience, in 
thenr alſo to be of the ſame Nature 
Mathematical Maxims whoſe ak ity 
the cleareſt of all in it ſelf, ſoin its cauſes 
it is the moſt obſcure, or to give tio better 
reaſon why theſe thing $ are true, than on- 
ry wo _— Falſe, or they tre not 


Te: | 
call good and rhe ie ally and cter- 


inconvenience you will 

XVIII. There are a great many in the 
World that have a mind to be Wicked, one 
would gratifie his Laſt,another his Revenge 


2 third his Avarice,and a fourth his Ambi- 


ion by hich are of ; 
to be lewiel; abFuxciens; ene wa Ter 
would G3rhbferhikgy (pm prev 
be glad of any pretence to put a 
Colour- upon what they are about, fo 
there are numbers of ſuch as have al- 
ready , and theſe would 
beevery whit as 


great 
dn Sigaty ron 
gladofany excuſe to juſtifie 
and detend themſelves. 

XIX. And therefore when you would 
reprove and chide them for what they have 
done, or for whatthey intend, and yet all 
you can fay for your felf or againſt ehem 
| Ys that the rules they eranſgreſs are efſen- 
' Witilly and eternally good , that they are 
| Wbbecauſethey are ſo, and becauſe it isim- 

poſſible it ſhould be otherwiſe ;this inſtead 
of arguing, is nothing elfe but bold afhr- 
mation and peremptory confidence, which 
may be turned upon your ſelf, for they will 
tell you perhaps that the charms of that 
which you call Vice and Wickedneſs, are 
equal to thofe of Virtue, and that the eſſen- 
tial re&itude , that is, the quelque choſe or 
the Fe ne ſcay quoy of both, are exattly the 
me, and that it is not only true what the 
Stoicks of Old were ufed to affirm that 
mnia peccata ſunt equalie, but allo rhat 
Monſtrous 
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paſa Pens. MAIN , 
that virtutes ſunt corpora, and ater all th 
will ſay, why do;you trouble. your hey 
CE about Vertue and Vice,' when for 
ought you know. they, are the ſame; unlef 
you can aſlign a difference between them, 


XX. And that difference muſt be tak- 
en from the on, otherwiſe it will beim 

flible to make any on Criterium or 
__ by which Vertue Vice, either in 
the general or in particular inſtances, ſhall be 
diſtinguiſhed from one another ; andif we 
will gothis way to work, then I ſuppoſe 
it will be granted,that thoſe outward prati- 
ces, or thoſe inward habits and diſpoſitions 
of mind,which do in their own Nature tend 
to the diſturbance of our own happineſs,or of 
that of the World, are vitious and moral- 
ly evil,and becauſe the Nature of mankindis 
like for ever to continue the ſame, they are 
ſaid to be eſſentially andeternally fo; and on 
thecontrary by the ſame reaſon it mult be 
acknowledged, that all thoſe inward affed&i- 
ons of the mind, and all thoſe external orim- 
perate ativities that are derived from it, 
whoſe Natural tendency is to the publickor 
to a private good; without wy mage or 
detriment to the publick that all theſe,whe- 
ther practices or inclinations, are gg 

; | | m 
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4 their Obliyation. '_ 
mbrally good;"and becadſein their own 
Nature ae eng will always fo long as 
mankind continues/ the World , coritinue 
and perſevereto bewhat t 
conducible -and ſo abſolutely - 
the good of the World and- to: the happi- 
neſs of particular-perſons, becauſe they will 
always wherever they ate found keep man- 
kind ſteady arid ypright, and hinder them 
, from doing wrongor injury to one another, 
, ff they are ſaid 'to have aneſlential and eter- 

, I nal retitude in them. F 


XXI. Further'that this indeed is the 
meaſure by which-We are to-proceed in our 
Ef dquifitions 'concerning Moral good and 
Wl vil, that the intereſt and happineſs of man- 
kind is the only true, and'the-only- infalli- 
ble rouchſtone to which they are to be 
brought for Tryal, will appeat from thefe 
three following conſiderations. 


XXII. Firſt, If Robbery and Oppreſſion, 
if Rapine and Injuſtice, it breach of Oaths 
and Promiſes, if' Betraying our Truit, or 
forteiting our Word, and breaking through 
{ll the facred ties and obligations of Friend- 
ſhip, were things that were as much for 
the intereſt of the World as they are now 
2gainſt it, and tend only to bring us into, 

| c diſorder 


% 


hey are, ſo highly f 
ro 


2 | 


Blame, wy 

cl(c but only for the intereſt and well 

of the publick ; things that. are 

deſtructive to this end they puniſh, about 

things that are indifferent or 

thing either way towards it , they do go 

concern themſelves , and thoſe bi 

perſons that are uſeful and ad 

the publick weal, the Laws and the Gower 

nors of. all Nations, ſo far as theſe thing 

can be adjuſted by any common Rule « 

Meaſure, are uſed proportionably to encol 
e and reward ; ugh the othe 

ſort of Juſtice, which conſiſts, not in the 

reward of Vritue , but in the Puniſhment 

of Wickedneſs or Vice, be that which 

diſtributed than tie 

other , ye re of this Juſtice, 

being the 

to the publick, yg , 

all puniſhments are inflicted, being atop 
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eter 
ee ai Norton al Age, tht 
near po 

the meaſure af pie pn ye By hoes of 
Mankind; and.it all chat is meant by me- 
ral evil, is, that, in its 0wn nature, or in 
its immediate tendency, it! 4s :hurttul co 2 
particular perſog, ortothe Commonwealth, 
ell nc becionts y baggy ers 
SM which by the con 

ence 3 Mankind. is found to: be abſaluely 
ney, or highly uſeful and expedient 


XXIII. Secondh the fame thing will 
appear from this, a there are ſome fort 
” Actions which are not always determi 
good or. evil, but ſometimes one, and 
tncrimarthe other, as the Phyſical Action 
isthe ſame, whether I kill man fe defen- 
dends, or when his back was towards me, 
in cold blood , watheut any Provocation; 
but yet in ane cafe the Law not only par- 
dons, but cormends the Action ; but in the 
other it will be ſure to revenge the Death 
of an innocent perſon withthat of him, by 
whoſe unjuſt and cruel hand that mortal 
Jt ceng _ — Foc heck of theſe 
e upon the ſame reaſon, becauſe 
{bloc oleraſt of the publick, and be- 
rauſe no mancould be ſecure in any Com- 
c 2 mon- 


Of the Laws of Nature," 
where another with bar. oy -- may be. ſuf. 


3-3-3. 


0 
| -and f0- 
wiſe if a man have carnal Knowledee of hi 
lawful Wife, it 'is got only. a lawful thing 
but a Duty ; but if he commit Adultery 
with another mans, it is ſo far from being 
a Duty that it is one of the higheſt Crime 
the firſt is for the peeny eForery Fn 
is for. of every Fanuly, 
and of the Commonwealth 7 is 
acauſe of infinite Strifes and:Quarrels bs 
tween'a man and his Wife,- a- man and his 
Neighbour, a man and his Friend ; it isaq 
Invaſion of that barrier and boundary df 
Juſtice, by which every-man enjoys: lus 
own, and without which no Family can be 
ſafe, nor any Kingdom happy ; it tendsto 
the introducing a promiſcuous Luſt, and to 
the rooting out that ſhame and _ 
from among men, without which the. 
rank Dattons: 600g will ons 
ſ& r publick peace, will 
Degree lanch out into all manner _ 
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Diſorder, and Exceſs; and yet the Pliyſical 
Adion of the Copula Ca is the ſame in 
the one Caſe'as the other ; | wheretore this is / 
another unanſwerable Demonſtration. that- 
the Intereſt of Mankind is to be the ſquare 
and meaſure of Moral good or evil. 


XXIV. But thirdly, the third and laſt 
thing by which I ſhall endeavour to demon- 
ſtrate that all Obligation is founded in the 
Intereſt either of men conſidered by them- 
ſelves, or as they are Members ot a Civil 
Society, ſhall be this, that though it be true 
in the General, for example, That .Tem- 
perance and Juſtice are indiſpenſable Duries, 
and ſuch as are of Moral and Eternal Obli- 
gation, yet theſe things are not true i» i- 
divifibli, as the Schools are uſed to ſpeak, 
but there 15 a manifeſt Latitude tobe allo\w-: 
ed; for the ſame thing is not intemperate 
in one man, that may be ſo in another, by 
reaſon of different Conſtitutions, and dit- 
ferent Habits of body ; that may be necel- 
ſary for one man for the preſervation of his 
Health, or for the carrying him with vi- 
gour and alacrity through his Buſineſs, 
which in another may be nothing elſe bur 
the vicious Entertainment of his 1dletime, 
'E or the cauſe of Sickneſs and Diſcaſes to 
WI himfelt and» of misfortune ro : his Family 
| c 3 and 
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Of the Laws of Natare; 
and Relations ;- again, that tidy be a lawhkit 
Recreation by Wine, or Conpany, ara 
tiful — or innocent harraleg 
Mirth after the Fatigues of Buſineſs, andtq 
fit and prepare us for a freth Encounter with 
the Cares of Human Life, which being con- 
ſtantly uſed, would be a fin, becauſe it would 
tend to the Ruine of our ſelves and Faaii. 
lies, and would render us exther contempti. 
ble, or at leaſt , uſcleſs and unſerviceable 
to the World ; and ſo alſo as to Juſtice, it 
is in the general, neceſſary, that every man 
ſhould have his own, and, that no man 
ſhould wrong or abuſe another ; but yet 
asto the particular Inſtances of this Juſtice, 
they arevariable by Circumſtances of time, 
pm place, and perſon; they are determin- 
ed by the Civil Law, or by a Court of Equi- 
ty, where the expreſs Letter of the Law 
will notgive Relief: And to inſtance in no 
other Caſe, that of Preſcription us very 
om—_ to this Purpoſe, where fo many 

ears Poſſeſſion ſhall give a man a legal 
Title, though his Anceſtors came wrong: 
fully by that which he enjoys ; the Reaſon 
is, becauſe, if all Claims were examined to 
the bottom, this might unſettle a Nation, 
and make a publick Diſturbance, if all the 
Frauds and Abuſes which our Anceſtors 
have committed, or all rhe yn_ 
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 ehittheir Obligation. 
Priviledges or Emolumems which they have 
che x bog rm of fac: 


be called ord mag! ion; and therefore it is 
better in this Caſe, that a-private Loſs be 
ſuſtained,than that the publick ſhould be dif- 
quieted by old gnd worn out Titles, and 
- wma. which when they are ſifted to 
the bottom, will be found for the moſt part 
Vexatious and Diſhoneſt. From all which 
it is manifeſt, that Intereſt, either private 
or publick; is the fole and entire Meaſure 
as well of publick as private Obligation ; 
and that no other intelligible Principle can 
poſſibly be prodpced, that can at once ex- 
plain 'and vindicate , as this will do, all 
the Phenomena, and all the conceaveable 
Inſtances that can be thought of, or alled- 
ged, wherein there is any thing of Duty 
or Obligation. 


XX V. I am not ignorant, that it may 
be objeted, becauſe 7 have not yet obvia- 
ted that Accufation, that by reſolving all 
Obligation into a Principle of Intereſt, I 
have cut the ſtrongeſt band of human So- 
ciety in ſunder, and that is, the mutual 
Faith, Confidence and Aſſurance, which 
the Members of every Ciyil Society, for 
the good of the whole, and of every part of 

Cc 4 it, 


Wed 

aways recl fo put un 

>: Ne miles 7 but Ko it =D 
Principle of Action, and my. own Ince, 
reſt be to be conſidered. in the firſt place 

borh of which Propoſitions Tackno he 

to be of andoabrnd and - unqueſti 
Truth , then when eyer T can cheat or d& 
fraud my Neighbour, if I can rob him of 
his Eſtate, his Honour, his Life, to reapy 
certain Advantage to my ſelf, without 
diſcovered to have dealt unjuſtly 
wrongfully by him ; if a man abuſes himſelf 
or tempts another to joyn, with him in any 
wicked AQ of Intemperance or luſt i 


Idlenefs or Wantonneſs, and Miſ-em 
ment of time, which might be ſpent to 
better and nobler purpoſes for our own 


| ry for the good of others ; yet if this 

paſs off without Notice or Obſerva- 
ton, Fir we can commit the fin, fo as to 
conceal the ſhame, or hinder any notorious 
Prejudice that ſhall accrue to us, as a Con- 
ſequence of it ; all this, according to my 
Principles, is lawful, 


XXVT. But it _ be more tolerable 
for Tyre and Sidon, nay, for Sodom and 
Gomorrah themſelves at the day of Judg- 
ment, than for me, if this were my Pra- 
Qice of Piety , and my Whole Day | 


end their Obligation.” 
Man; if this,and no more than this, were all 
the Doctrine of Duty and Obedience tothe 
Laws of God, and: right Reaſon which I 
orerend to teach; and therefore to this I 
anſwer , That- thoſe fins of ours , which 
are the moſt ſecret and concealed from 
the Eyes of man, and from the publick 
notice of the World, are yet notwithſtan- 
ling every whit as foaliſh and unreaſonable 
 Remſelves, and as much, nay, Jaw 
more againſt qur Intereſt, than thoſe which 
are more open and better known to the 
World; for the Diſgrace and Prejudice 
which we ſuffer in our Afairs,the contempt 
which is brought upon our perſons, and the 
Damage accruing to our Fortunes by a Dif- 
covery,are though not a Puniſhment ſuffici- 
ent, yet ſuch as, perhaps ,God upon ourRepen- 
tance will accept as a Satisfaftion and A- 
tonement for the Crime committed ; and 
are beſides, not unfrequently, a means of 
bur Amendment and Reformation of life, 
which is the only true way of reconciling 
to God, to men, and to our ſelves ; but 
where the Juſtice of man cannot reach us, 
where no viſible Puniſhment purſues the 
Guilty, there it is more than probable, that 
ie Divine Judgment and Vengeance will 
ake place, it being very unreaſonable to 
xeleve, that that all-ſceing Eye __— 
an 
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of the Lawsof Native, 


when we our ſelves wit 
ane Opinion Segal. becauſe weey 


hide our Crimes from the and Of 
ſervation of men) without | 
that Severity and Juſtice which it deſery 
and though God Almighty in this Wall 
ſhould not viſit us by any Supernatural July, 
ment from above, yet that very ſeert 
which is ſo ſweet, that it gives a new 
reliſh and guſto to the ſin, proves nothi 
but ſorrow and bitterneſs in the end, 
by being a Temptation to us to proceed in 
the ſame Courſes that we have begun, the 
Conſequence of this, is, That we are dif 
covered at the laſt with ſo much the 
Infamy and Diſgrace for having Gain fo 
long and ſo ſecurely concealed. _ 


'  XXVII. And as to the matter of Inju- 
ſtice ar Oppreſſion, let the Crime we have 
cammitt be never ſo ſecret, yet I hope it 

will be granted at leaſt, that there is a pob 

Silky that it may come abroad ; and upon 

that Suppoſition there are theſe following 

things to be conſidered. 


XXVTIL Firſt, if we be ever diſcoverd, 
we doby this means proclaim our wn 
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end their Obgarion."' 
be the common Enemies of Mankind; foe 
he char will rob, defraud, 'or one 
man, wilt doit to another for Ad- 
vantage; and certainly no man can be caſie 
b expoſed to the Cur- 
ſes and Execrations of all that know or have 
thing todo with him, no more than 
his Ear can be delighted with an 

ſound, or his Palate with an ungrateful 
taſte; and fince the Opinion of our 
Neighbours inveſts us with a real Power, , 
and their bad'one always renders us cor 
temptible and weak, this might be ſuffici- 
ent to perfwade us, for the take of ſome 
preſent Advantage , nor torun the hazard 
of being obgoxious to the publick Juſtice 
for the preſent, or to the Contempt and 

_ of the World for all oar lite time 
cr. | ; 


XXIX. Secondly, in all the Inftances of 
mjuſtice to our Neighbour, there 1s great 
danger of our being diſcovered,becauſe they 


have another perſon for their immediate 
Obje&, and ſo they do almoſt unavvidably 
betray themſelves. | 


XXX. Thirdly, though -they ſhould be 
concealed, yet they fill us wit yn 
ſealoufies and Suſpicions , we are always 

| | | upon 


36 


Of the Laivs of Nature, 

upon out-watch,;afraid ofoar own thou 
and our own ſhadows. And we-are'a 
to read a Di in mens Looks or Ey 
preſſjons, who know nothing 'of the mat- 
ter, till we betray our ſelyes x 4 ms 
licitous care of keeping 


XXXI. And yet fourthly , - though we 
were never fo ſecure of —_— 
yetis it a perpetual pain and diſquiet to4 
mans mind, to have been guilty of ſome- 
what, , which he dares not own, though the 
Jealouſies which attend all injuſtice could 
be laid aſleep, yet the Guilt of it cannot, 
that will be always preſent to our minds, 
and will perpetyally interrupt the quiet of 
our Thoughts; for Baſeneſs or Injyſtice and 
Happineſs are incompatible together, nei- 
ther is any man thoroughly at eaſe, who 
cannot juſtifie whatever he hath done to 
himſelf, as well as to- others, but ſo much 
as he falls ſhort of perte& Innocence, {a 
much he muſt needs want of perfect Hap 
pineſs alſo. 
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XXXII. Fifthly, it is impoſſible any man 
who is guilty of theſe Prattiſes, ſhould te 
perſeQly reconciled to himſelf, becauſe out 
of a ſenſe of his own Happineſs, and ous il © 
of a natural deſire of Gprefervation oh 


and their Oblization) 37 
ajaſtunavcidably | hate and deteſt therh,/ig 
another ; and chus is a moſt cgrtainrand une 
doubted: truth, that no man:can; poſkibly bg 
Ig approve .his-own Aﬀions 
to elf. _- 4 * m74 997] } 
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XXXIII. Sixthly, . either ſuch PraQtices 
uegrown habitual in any.man, ,ot they are 
not z.if the latter, then the/reafon-why he 
does not :continugin the: ſatnedhad-Courſes 
which he hathrbegun, : is, becauſe, he! feels 
ſomeccheck and reftraint upon his mind, and 
he is troubled; 4or what: is paſt ;: and for the 
lame reaſonithad been much hetter-lor him 
ithe- had never per tg _ by 
happineſs being meant, 2 
mind that is. perteQly quiet and at.eaſe from 
bodily. -pain,: and. Diſcontent and An» 
guiſh/io-it ſelf,, it is: manifeſt, that Guilt 
and;HJappineſs: are inconſiſtent together. 
'icNon downs © fundus, non @ris aceruns & Fora: Fr. 
anri, + 4 lium, 
Agroto domini deduxit corpore febres, 


Non animo duras; valeat poſſeſſor opartet, 
|. 384 comportatis'nebus bene :;cogitat uti, 


. But.on the other, ſide, if. a man be hard- 
ned by a long courſe of fin into adeſperate 
habit of perſiſting io it without regret, i 
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| Leeks of: his ia 
morally impoſſible, byt he will ſome-ting 
or other be made a publick example of 
niſhment, Contempt, and Shame, 


Examples, that they are more eaſily imi 
ted, than they are given; and 
| whoever claims, or 


XXXV, Eighthl 
to conſider that thoſe - 


done'to our Neighbour, do much more & 
aſperat 
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and 

1 thing't 
ing brought zato' a ſnare; [they will never 
| uaded that the man hath chang- 
Prin but he will always be ſuf- 


.trulted, wherever he may 


ver ſo hearty a 
in all hs defgnaegd And 
what can be more- raſh and ineonſiderate, 
with his happineſs, 
which conſiſts in his own good opinion ot 
himſelf, and with his intereſt , which is 
founded in the good opinion of others, up- 
on any conſideration whatſoever, though 
ingly of never ſuch preſent advantage, 
when it hath ſo much bitterneſs and dil- 
quiet at the bottom ? This certainly is a 
bargain much more fooliſh , than that un- 
equal exchange of Glaucus and Diomedes. 


Kgvone 14Axe er ing pufer irviefobur. XXXVL. 
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XXXVL "And as Fe 


accrie to nl that have © 
of guilt by their injuſtice ot of 

great, the diſquiet certain, the fears inf 

nd the dangers dreadful cull tat hive 
loſt all ſenſe of modeſty and ſhame, whic 

is it ſelf a diſeaſe of human Nature, avid 
paitiſhed ſufficieatly by it ſelf, =. 
contempt and | hatred which "ir 
draws ater it;ſo are the ddvantapes 
low the contrary diſpb Geivhs 8 warts 
every whut as confiderible both to = 


rticular ns;Ri 
&xalteth a {New of pen 
reproach to any people all manner Fr Vier, 
but more eſpetially that fort of it whic 
conſiſts inwant of Juſti ; or Chari- 
to 6ur Neighbours, 'of Gratitude to ol 
riends, Duty to our Parents, Loyalty to 
our Prince,” does as Naturally- tend tothe 
ruin of 'the Body Politick,- as Poiſon 'and 
Diſeaſes to that of the Natural, they art 
bigg with ſtrife, and they go 
with nothing but Miſchief and deſol- 
tion, but Righteouſneſs, that4s, the cor- 
ſtant exerciſe of all theſe publick Virtues; is 
that which makes a Nation great «nd ha 
Py. happy at home and great abroad, 
other Nations with a formidable 
. , and with a pleaſing one upon oo 
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them may be call'd its death ; for. it.cannot 
certainly be doubted, if men were. 
without pitty on the one hand 
e or! the other, but this bf OG 
extremely ans and unty the bands of hu- 
_— OY, produce a, ſtrange. cold- 
Ew rp in men to one mo 
Tt rou were no, Truth in'mens words, 
Faith. in their dealings, 00 Security for tha 
moſt x innocence from the malevolence 
of erous and calumniating To 
(if not only gur faults ſhould be aggra- 
vated beyond their due extent, but even 
our beſt ations oF Meaſur if Arbitra- 
ry Power werethe onlyMeaſure of Afton, 
and if neither any mans phyD: nor his eltare 
were ſecure from violence and. rapine, it 
would be impoſſible that the World ſhould 
ſubGiſt. one moment , but all thirigs muſt 
immediately run 1nto dilorder and coy 


Ythe nol baxlgnage, 95” Lane, Fidages. of | 


fuſion. 


XX XVII, Again what tack the ſaid 
of the Social or Plical Vices, ſuch as of 


tho 


J 
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Vices oft 
from 


F wil oben Fake the 
ny as ants Eat ak 
cauſes, though-no ni\an elſe have any know- 
ledge of it, or be at all ſenſible of thoſe pain- 
Mages of fti immoral Adtion or a 


XXXVIH. latemperance and | luſt 
ſmothered up in never fo proſound 

and deep a filence, will yet notwith(tandi 

be ſure to- have: their Natural Effedts 

—— J 
Our. WwItn AEVer '10 
anthotadogend wekeep our own 
council never ſo well, Gour and Stone 
Dropfies and Confurmprions, will be- 
tray their awa.cauſes, and the fins of thoſe 
that are aflefted with.them; if ir were poſs 
fible, as it.is hardly'to be believed that 1t is 
that habituall wickednets ſhould be a ſecret 

to the world. | © | 


we 


-K XX1 X. Butthough though our Vices ſhould 
dot -prevail fo far, as to bring any ſuch 
#.r bono difeal 


l 


upon us, yet 
Z there 
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- activity 


ofthe Lavs of Nate, 


there are other [Natural 
ſhort of this, that will 
the dullneſs of a mans the 
and want of ufuabbriskne(inhi 
RR ry of his Natural parts and abi 
lities for buſineſs, or gu acer 
the dumpiſhneſs of his _ 
edneſs of his looks, the want pry that cou- 
e, and Vivacity of Spirit which is the 
effec of i innocence. and rhe! reward of it 
theſe do at once betray and puniſh him, /s 
well from abroad, as at home; within him 
ſelf; he loſes his intereſt and. gets di 
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_ 


hr bin pre badhar Wl ci 
un.him event ' aril 
ht+ and: Pleaſure: in his: converſatiM fom 


this is common'to-all that have 

been need urns in aoy bin: ;but _ 

ewe juſtice, Ferrari. dawatheir Heads, 

they are aſhamed of -the-Day; and afraid 
of the Sun, they dread the: (rake 

ance of a good man, and _ 

tle pleaſure in the company, 


X L. For it is ſo ordered by divine = 
vidence for the good of the World , thi 
as there are Natural Puniſhments even from 
without, that do as conſtantly; follow wi 
ed and unlawful courſes,as t, i Haw 


#'3 


and their 0 bliga tron, % 45 . 
the light or light follows the Sun, and Na- 
:y and certainty annext to every thing that 
hath the name and eſteem of good and virtu- 
ous among men; ſo there js alſo antecedent- 
ly-to any of theſe outward effefts,an inward 
calm and ſerenity of mind while it conti- 
nues in innocence, there is a harmony and 

between it ſelf and Virtue,though 
no reward from without ſhould be- 
ſtowed , "it injoyes it ſelf in the of 
its own Brightneſs and untainted Beauty ; 
and there is a congruity between that and 
goodneſs, which being once broken, there 
ariſes preſently a ſenſe of pain, as trouble- 
ſome and-vexatious to the mind , as the 
breaking of a Bone or the diſlocation of 
any Joynt -or Member in the Body, . the 
Soul is ruffled diſturbed and diſcompoſed, 
and the Muſick being ſpoilt , to which 
twas uſed to dance, 1t hears nothing now 
but harſh and unpleaſant ſounds, whic 
it into a: diſorderly and unequal Motion. 
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XLI. Moreover, the ſame merciful and 
gracious Being, that hath-with ſo much ten« 
derneſs provided for the happineſs of particy- 
lr perſons, by'enduingthem with ſuch natu- 
ral tendencies-to goodneſs, "after all the Ca/- 
viniſt ical Declamations of- the Pravity and- 
at d 3 Beaſt- 


<= _T 


, 46 0 the ey Nous, 


ſenſibl by a certain Sympathy and Has (Wa 
mony of Nature, that we may give ou 
ſelves caſe by doing good, qpred ac 


Nature for 

we muſt all of 

| \ght to 

Enjoy ments, which tend 


to have a natural ri 


yY 


and Preſervation of life, * 
retend a right to Su» 
f which hes in 


man Þ 
is, to that 0 


neceſlary 


: 


he - ules ; 
be ſuppoſed 
thoſe 


the Maintenance 


an 


Of the Laws of Nature, = 

who harh provided ſufficiently for all, a 
intended, that all ron ye Seer 
tures ſhould be ſupplied our of h abundan 
Store. . # PP - $0316 614 © | 
= hes 

XLII. Beſides, that: thoſe Powers mn 
Faculties which we find within our ſelves 
mae of Body as Mind, were ok 
igned by God and Narure' meerly for oy 
owguſe, bur for the mutual Benefit and Ay 
vantage of each other, as is plain fron 
this, - (hey are ſo plainly fitted for that 
purpoſe, as fit as the eye is' for ſeeing, or 
Pe gh rarer, Pann therefore he that 
ing another reduced to atty Extremity or 
Want, ſhall ſtand lazy and unathve by, 
when it is in his power to help him, doe 
manifeſtly betray that truſt, which Ge 
and Nature have repoſed in him, by givin 
him that ſtrength of Body, and thoſe F# 
culties of Mind, which are ſo exaQtly fitted 


for the mutual aid and affiſtance of each 6 
ther. 


XLIV. Not that we are to ſpend our 
whole ſtrength, and to lay out all our 


'Thoughts in a ſollicitous Proviſion for the 


fafery or ſubſiſtance of others ; for 'we ar 
in the firſt to conſult our own 


neſs, which is inconſiſtent with a too io 
neſs, hw 
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and their Obligation. 
ſicitous carking for our ſelves, 'and much 
more for others; 'ahd beſides, a very ſmall 
Proportion of every mans care and time will 
be ſufficient in order to this end. 


.* XLV, Neither are we obliged to ſquan- 
der away our whole Eſtates in charitable 
uſes, becauſe they ceaſe to-be Charitable, 
when we areſo 'unkind to our ſelves ; and 
becauſe an Univerſal Praftice of ſuch Pro- 
fuſeneſs , would introduce an equality- of 
Order and Power, and conſequently an U- 
niverſal Anarchy and Confuſion, into the 
World, which is very inconſiſtent with the 
Quiet ard Happineſs of it ; but it ise- 
nough inthis if a man ſhall contribute 
ſuch a reaſotiable quota or Proportion- to- 
wards the relief of thoſe that are in want, 
as may be ſufficient, if imitated by 
their ſeveral Capacities and Abilities of do- 
ing good, to ſupply all the real Wants and 
Neceſlities of Mankind ; but if any man 
will do more than this comes to, ſo he-do 
no prejudice to his Family and Relations, 
for Charity begins at home, all the: harm 
he will ger, will be, that he will have. the 
greater fatisfaQion in himſelf, the greater 
iſe from men, and the' more exceeding 
mpence of Reward from God, who 
ſees his Charity, andapproves the Imayeor 
\ 


32-5 


Sanz »” &> & EA TA... 


$0 


0f the Laws of Natene, 
his cnn; Goode Gewn i fock by the 
wards each other, = 


XLVI. And if anevil da 
to overtake him, he will 
but caſting bis bread upen the waters, from 
whenee it will be ſure to retura again with 
plenty, and flow in | ves: 


& God, which does not 


: 


S 


L 


Fr 
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or who will not charitably 
ly remember what we have 
when.we are able ta do no .n | 
puns and therefore we {ball gry er 

to our exceeding Comfort 

faction, that the Alms agd Charities whi 
others have begged of us, will jigtercced on 
our behalf from whence Oy came, with 
m—_—— 


ith 
af 


an Jmportunity not to be 


th 
th 
ar 
jo 
by 
te 
h 
0 
0 
0 
| 
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ho Kindneſs por ite 


te 


GREET the hungry whom we have 


ſed, the Kindneſles wilities which we 
ED 
of our allitanee, w more 

on out behalf, than all the crafty Fs. 
of the moſt importunate, and moſt practis'd 


XLVII. Wherefore all theſe Inſtins and 
Paſſions of the human Nature, which I have 
lately mentioned, being ſo wiſely and ſo mer- 
cull contrived for our own preſervation, 

and for the mutual aſſiſtance of each other, 
are nj and manifeſt Indications of aDivine 
mo | ns the World,and ſuper 
; . and Gude” 
may" far | extending this Principle of 
Intereſt nofurther than the publick view of 
_——_—_—_ that I thi yo any man to 


ha tg eo t «nd Unphiloo 


thing that -can be conceived ; for 
we can neither look into our ſelves, 
nor abroad into the World, but we find all 
fo full of Uſefulneſs and Beauty , 


ſince there is Nouriſhment and Suſtenance 


provided round aboutus for our Bodies,and 


ſince 


82 


Of the Laws of Nature, 
ſince the Organization 'and'Contexture' 
our own, as well as of the Bodies of 'othe 
Animals, is fo exquiſitely fitted to'dipe( 
and aſſimilate that Nouriſhment into i 
ſelf, ſince there is every where ſuch'pler- 
tiful Proviſion made, not'only for the Ne 
ceſſities, but for the Pleaſures of life, ſince 
there is in all Animals a natural defire- 6f 
maintaining and propagating their ſever 
Kinds ; ſince there is ſo noch wiſe Contri. 
vance, and wonderful Curioſity -in the 
ſpermatick or prolifick Parts and Veſſel 
for the cocomplitbing the ends of Nature, 


fince there isinall Creatures, not excepting 
the moſt ſluggiſh and inſenſible of Beaſts 
themſelves, a natural Tenderneſs and Fond- 
neſs for the Preſervation of their reſpeftive 
Broods, which would otherwiſe be 

ro Want and Hunger, to the Injuries of the 
weather, and to the ravenous Voracity of 
their fellow Creatures, of which fo very 
uſeful and ſo neceſſary AfﬀeRion, it isim- 
poſſible to give any Phyſical or Philoſopht- 
cal account, ſince there are ſuch Paſſjons, 
as Pity and Generoſity, -not only in men, 
but in their degree in other Animals like- 
wiſe for the preſervation and aſſiſtance of 
each other, whith Paſſions it is ourlntereſt il. 
to gratifie,and we are uneaſie ſometimes to 

our ſelves, unleſs we do it, ſince there - 

a 
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ond their Obligation. 
Faniſipetſaking from ar cpammabl 
Friendſhi an unaccountable 
Harmony -and | Agreement of particular 
by which mens minds are foftned 
and rendred more fit and pliable for Com- 
merce and- Society, with one another, to 
the unfj le Emolument and Advan- 
tage- of Mankirnd'; what can be more rea- 
ſonable, than toinfer trom the Conſidera- 
tion: of: theſe things, which it is altogether 
inconceivable they ſhould either begin, or 
be continued by chance, that thereis a wiſe, 
powerful and gracious Being ,, by which 
this Univerſe is made, governed, -and ſup- 
ported? A Being which 1s infinitely delight- 
&, firſt, with.th&Exiſtence'or Being, and 
with the Happineſs and Preſervation 
; his Creatures ; ;and that therefore upon 
the ſame eſſential Conſtitution of his Na- 
ture, by which he is ſo good and gracious 
in himſelf;. he will much leſs ſuffer Injuſtice 
in his Creatures, thoſe eſpecially, which are 
not only .the work of his hands, : but alſo 
the Image'and Reſemblance of his'Nature, 
that -he will —_— puniſh: thoſe Vices, 
which tend to the-Diſturbance and Diſquier 
of the World .as all Ats of Injuſtic@ in them- 
ſelves, and in their Conſequences flo ; and 
that he will be ſure to reward thoſe neceſſa» 
ry and-uſeful Virtues, which tend to the 
Peace, 
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XLVIH. And che fame is likewſe req- 
ſonableto conclude ot Perſonal, as well as of 
Political pa ere a _ yy 

E are itical too, an a 
| fre bo the World; and buns 
natural Puniſhments, which are annex'd ty 
Intemperance or immoderate Luft, are to 
be NN ———— > 
Nature, and ſo many calls from 'the Divine 
Goodneſs, whoſe very Chaftiſememts are ga 
I of his love, to and 
o ormation and Amendment of life ; which 

monitions,tt trequently reſiſted, it is 
highly rational to believe, not only Hes 
hurt we do our ſelyes, but others tooby our 
evil Example,that ſo much Goodneſs and Jw 
ſtice in Contederacy t ,will noc ſuffer 

f Wickedneſ 


ſach | 
to go eſpecially if we conſider, 
thetour Jouls,no ol ita or thinking 


ingsmuſt "an more and wc 
. quently of an immortal and ing Ne- 
ture ; andthat-if wecarry 4 lodd _ 
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ond rheir Obligation. 
and Shame with ns out of this World, we 
ſhall be fare to _ with us into 
out, which !fements 
of Senfe er ng prot will, with- 
out the accefſion any other Tormens,bex 
ſufficient Pomifhment in it {elf 


XLIX. And here -is the great flaw in 
Mr. Hobs his Principles, nortaking 
ma theexiftence of a'God and of that Faltice 
by which he governs and orders aff things 
which he made , into his Pofiticks; 
hath deſtroye&the-main Band and Cement 
of Obligation, and opened the Floodgates 
for a Deluge of fecret fin'to enter in and 0- 
verwhelmthe World, nay, -and che moſt o. 
pen Villanies, if they can but be fafe from 
the Juſtice 'of the Laws, or theRevengeof 
men,are, acco to his Principles, lawful; 
whereas wr h trbe indeed true, that Self. 
| -preſervation are the true, 
a rotly Principles by which a 
virraous S wiſe man ongfit to 
et it is cqualty trac, that og 


no man ought 'to do Es 
which is againſt the Slick Intereſt 
Quiet of 'the World, -and' which by woun- 


| her mr wei al Inftins, nad Tendences 
| 'he finds within hinfelt, 
wee ME aan ori his own ;-fo 
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certainitis, what the Pſalmift tells us t 


obligation; and therefots. this is the try 
difference betwixt a Fool and a Knave,a Fog 
is hethat doth nor proceed upon any 

ood of Incereſta;pt0lh 9 Banpots be te 
es Wro a principle 

he does _ tus whole Intereſt toge- 
ther,. and ſo at the long run is a Fool too 
as well as the other, th in his own 
conceit he be wondertul Wi | 


-. L.I am. really of opinion not. ops 
ly that all the Duties of common life, but 
all the duties of Religion too, are founded 
ypon Intereſt as their only true baſis and 
bottom, .and that all things conſidered, i 
is very true that no man would be obliged 
to fear or ſerve God for nought, for as tot 
loveand admiration, the one of the divine 
goodneſs, the other of the excellence and 
perfeRion of his.Nature, theſe are not pro- 
perly Religious Duties, but thungs extortal 
1 us, Whether we will or no, by the 
lovelinels and, excellence of the Ob) 
we converſe with, .andit is. the ſame til 
proportion n any other Objef, bens 
Keeaco and pops erury ff Preroyeep 
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fotnus';' © 
not' deny,” that it is ole. oneertt- 
plate in  iþoh' the Divine Wiſdom and 


Power, and th indeavour"all we'cdn toen- 
fame and Kindle in our mijds every day and 
hour a ſtranger and a more paſſionate Love 
for his goodneſs, and gratitude for his Mer- 
cy to us, but weare not obliged to this 

on any other ſcore than only becauſe it 15 
our intereſt, for God is a my leaſing. ob- 
x& to converſe with, a Noble Patterrt 
for our 1mitation, 'and by meditating fre« 
quently 5; the Power and Juſtice, as well 
3the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of ms Nature, 
the root of Obligation which begins'in him 
and from thence diffufertr ir ſelfand —_ an 
wholeſome and refreſhing ſap through allthe 
ſeveral branches and members ot the Tntel- 
le&tual World, hath always the ſtronger 
influence and operation upon our minds, 
and producerh efte&s agreeable to it ſelf in 
our lives and converſations. j 
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LIT. The remaining parts of Religiort 
thich have not been' yet conſidered, are cis 
ther Prayer for the good things we want,to 
him that is alone able to ſupply alt the ne- 

E ceſſities 
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ceſlities and cravings of our Nature 
thankſgiving for what we have received, 
to him whom we cannot chuſe but loye. 
for all his repeated "inſtances of unſpeak. 
able goodneſs and mercy, (and in that vs. 
ry Love, we ourſelves find an infinite f@ 
tisfaction and contentment) to him th: 
can give us more, and to him that ca 
withdraw when he pleaſes what he hat 
already given, or elſe laſtly it is Confeſſic 
and Repentance of our ſins to him whom we 
have Juſtly incenſed and provoked againit 
us by the commiſſion of them, and who 
may when he pleaſes take the advantage 
of us and diſplay his juſtice in the Puni of 
ment of our Offences, as well as ſhow his 
Mercy by their Forgiveneſs,and that all theſe W (1 
Duties are founded in ſelf intereſt cannot WW þy 
certainly be queſtioned , when it appears Iſl er; 


— --E”T.: 


- fo plainly, that their only end and mean- I , 


ing is either to procure us ſome good or | 
to avert ſome impending evil from falling W m 


upon our Heads, P; 
di 

LI1t. This is all the harm of Idolatry Wl n: 
and ition, not that God can be bet- W£ ir 


tered by any thing we do, or that any 
poot wiedgments and praiſes of ours 
can/add any thing to the bleſledneſs and ce 
feftion of his Nature, but becauſe "ul 


two 


ond their Obligation. 

rey macho the dealing ofour Spirit by 

muci tot our y 
Servile flatteries , and cauſcleſs . gnd 
it would be all one to God, what ſenti- 
' ments we had concerning him, if it were 
not that thoſe which are the trueſt ,and 
he moſt like that being which they re- 
yeſent, are Naturally fitted toennoble and 
|t our Natures, and to make us good 
—_ men tour ſelves and to one ano- 
/her, and if it were not that Jdolatry and 
Polytheiſm dq fo Naturally lead men to a 
beliefe that there is no God at all, and do 
by conſequence deſtroy the Firſt principle 
of Obligation, without a due regard to 
| & which it is impoſſible for human ſociety to 
* WI ſfubſiſt, and if it were not that ſuperſtition 
| WF by pretending to appeaſe Gods wrath by 
; ms expiations and ridiculous rites, gives 
* 8 kind of Licence to Wickedneſs in the 
' World; and is it ſelf an indulgence to all 
; © manner of Vice, without the help of the 

Pontifical Chair, from whence, the 'Po 

diſpenſes Pardons among all that have Mo- 
/ I ney to purchaſe them at his hands, and no 
* I finis fo mortal as to be miſerably poar., - 
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$ LIV. Ifhall conclude this diſcourſe con- 
- I cerning the Laws of Nature by ſhewing the 
© uſefulneſs of thoſe Principles upon which I 
2 e 2 pro» 
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roceed, by ap! ying them riefly to. 
De ws rand ht ry 
times afford, that is, to ſay, the matter.b 


nents £ 

ip, of Epifcopt jority in vern- 
we. of he Olorch? and 07 ym obed|. 
encexyhere ative cannot lawfully be piveg 
to the Civil State. wr 


L V. For the Firſt of theſe that is the C> 
rimonies of the Church, fince it hath been 
oved ſo plainly that the Intereſt of man- 
ind is the meaſure of Obligation, ſinceitis 
neceſſary in all publick adminiſtrations 
whatſoever, eſpecially in the affairs of Re- 
ligion, which ought ro becarry'd with the 
preateſt gravity and d of all others 
whatſoever, ſince men are ſo apt ts fall 
out about- theſe matters if they be not ad- 
juſted, ſince all religious quarrels are of all 
others the moſt: dangerous and the moſt 
laſting, ſince there is no end of excepting 
againſt Lawful rhings, unleſs it can be 
ved, as it is not. pretended, that any of the 
things enjoyned are in themſelves Unlaw- 
ful ; from hence it follows plainly, on 
this or that Ceremony. be never ſo inditter- 
ent, yet an uniformity in the general is of 
abſolute neceſſity, and this in a few words 
is an unanſwerable Juſtification _ > 
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Church of Enz/and, and is, much, more in, = 
its Fence Thi all its Enerhies Rove are 
aid againſt it. | 


LYT. Secondly, as for the Buſineſs of 
Epiſcopal Superiority , beſides that I ſhall 
prove elſewhere, That it was that yery Go- 
vernment to Which our Saviour himſelf, 
and his Diſciples and Apoſtles ſubmitted, 
though the Apoſtolical Pretenders. of our 
days think much todo jt. 1 ſay, beſides this, 
its lawfulneſs follows plainly from its ne- 
ceſſity, for it depends upon the very nature 
of Goverament, which it a Subordination 
inthe State be moſt for its health and ſafe- 
ty, there is no reaſon why it ſhould not be 
ſoin the Church too. ; and you may almoſt 
2s well ſuppoſe, that it would be the bel} 
form of Civil Government, that all Magi- 
ſtrates ſhould be no more than Petty-Cone 
ſtables,as that no Eccleſiaſtick ſhould be any 
no more than a Presbyter ; and though it 
be confeſſed, that this is moſtly the Govern- 
ment in foreiga Churches, yet it is certain, 
that upon many accounts 1t comes my 
Ahort of Epiſcopacy for all the endsof Ga- 
vernment that can be aſſigned, for this Sy- 
periarity, of Dignity, and Power, and Re- 
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; Venue, gives greater Encouragement to - 


Learning, and greater eſteem to the perſons 
a Bo | 
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of Nation, — be high. 
iy reſpeſted; it cs the inferiour Cler. 


in a dutiful upon thoſe that 
So above them , and they themſelves ts 
Reſplt by thecomety Obedience andy 
ecomely Du- 

pnhichs they pay to their Betters; it is 
the beſt Remedy againſt Fation, the beſ 
Expedient againſt Hereſie, and the farthel 
Remove from Independent Congregations, 
which are the very top and ion of 
Diſorder, and produce infinite and unſpeakz- 
ble Miſchiefs both in Church and State. - 


LVII. Laſtly, for paſſive Obedience, it 
15 therefore a wig Ae Caſes, where aQtve 
cannot be given, uſe the Inconvenience 
to Mankind is leſs than that of every mans 
_ Judge for himſelf, and there is no 
Medium between theſe two , though they 
are at a great diſtance from one another; 
for the firlt is the height of Loyalty andO- 
bedience, the latter makes Obedience it - 
a 10us thing, and is always upon _ 
very brick: and border of Rebellion and 
this Ithink is ina ſhort Compaſs,» a very ſub 
ficient Anſwer to the late Infamous Writer 
of Julian the Apoſtate, who, I cannot wot 

der, that heis applauded by the a 
* _ Tri 


that make God an arbitra- 
Kg, ard albumen Ao to be 
neceſſary , are 

a a og 
what they pleaſe. 


BM Andthus much in General of the Laws 
Wolf Nature. 
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